OUR AMBASSADOR KING

was made clear by the way he planned his own arrange-
ments on one occasion without telling any of his staff.
The official programme required him to attend a recep-
tion and after that a ball. He was present at the recep-
tion, but, apprehending perhaps a possible reappearance
of the S.K.U.A., decided the ball had less claim upon
his time than another function he had heard of. He
disappeared. But if there was a shadow over the gaiety
of that ballroom there was a happy surprise at a dinner
and concert which were being given for a reunion of
ex-service men. The Prince turned up and thoroughly
enjoyed their company. When at length he was tracked
down his explanation was given in the form of a rebuke.
"Why was I told nothing of this reunion ? Ex-service
men always have a claim on my time." Far from being
a formula vainly repeated, those words bear witness to
one of the strongest of his purposes. That cause has
been one of the leading motives of the past fifteen years
of his life.

Ballarat has reason to remember the Prince's visit,
for it was there he made a speech in a downpour of rain.
At the end he looked as if he had pulled himself out of
a river. Perhaps for a moment he wished he had been
standing on Ararat instead of in Ballarat. But when he
heard what blessed relief the torrents had brought to a
sun-baked, thirsty land he was only too glad to have
been baptised at the initial ceremony. After a tour of
Western Victoria he went on to Labour's stronghold,
Sydney. There was good reason to believe that a
decrescendo would mark the reception here. With Test
Matches so rarely occurring, there was even the possi-
bility of a little barracking exercise. The English team
would soon be appearing there and the crowd on the
Hill might be glad of a little practice. The Prince did
not underestimate the difficulties of taking this strong-
hold, and was particularly careful in preparing the details
of personal tactics* So far from seeing signs of fashion-
leading in dress, the citizens of Sydney saw him for most